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Free Puerto Rico! 
® 
SHUT DOWN THE LEXINGTON NEW 
WOMEN'S CONTROL UNIT! WAR GAMES 


"Shut It Down!" shouted the 
250 demonstrators who gathered on 
March 8th, International Women's 
Day, to protest the existence of the 
Lexington Control Unit for women 
political prisoners in Lexington, 
Kentucky. Kites with pictures of the 
women political prisoners, colorful 
banners, placard-size photographs of 
Puerto Rican POWs in US jails 
stood out on the Kentucky country- 
side. Their message: Shut Down 
Lexington Control Unit!, In- 
dependence for Puerto Rico!, 
and Build a Movement for 
Women's Liberation! 


Now the truth is out—women po 
litical prisoners exist here in the US 
as well. The Control Unit for women 
political prisoners was opened in Oc- 
tober, 1986. The Control Unit can 
hold up to 16 women. Its political 
nature is revealed by a look at who is 
incarcerated there. Alejandrina 
Torres, a Puerto Rican woman, wife 
of a United Church of Christ Mini- 
ster and mother of two, has dedicat- 
ed her life to fighting for the inde- 
pendence of her homeland. Silvia 
Baraldini and Susan Rosenberg are 
two North American women who 
have been active in struggles against 
racism, apartheid and US interven- 
tion in Central America. 

The Control Unit tries to do ex- 
actly what its name implies: control 
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every aspect of the women's lives. It 
is located in the basement of a pris- 
on. The women are forced to live in a 
very isolated and contained world, 
painted a disorienting and eyeblind- 
ing white. No other prisoners are al- 
lowed to have contact with them. 
Clearly the US government is so 
threatened by the strength of resis- 
tance of these women and others like 
them that it designed the sensory 
deprivation Control Unit to contain 
and break them. But the demonstra- 
tion in Lexington sent a message to 
the prison authorities that their plans 
will be exposed and resisted. The 
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plan to imprison political prisoners in 
special units is just the latest step in 
the US strategy to stop resistance to 
the US at home. Speakers at the rally 
outside the prison emphasized that 
the struggle to close down the Con- 
trol Unit must continue. In response 
to the pressure of the demonstration 
and the media exposure, prison offi- 
cials agreed to paint the Unit beige — 
to cover the blinding white walls. 
This is one important victory. 

These women locked down inside 
the Control Unit will not be broken 
and they will not stop struggling for 
the changes to which they have com- 
mitted their lives. Alejandrina Torres 
said in her statement to the demon- 
stration: 

(continued p.2) 


LINK PUERTO RICO 
& HONDURAS 


In the largest maneuvers ever 
staged in the Caribbean, 50,000 
soldiers and sailors will be de- 
ployed in the 1987 "Solid Shield" 
exercises in Honduras, Guantana- 
mo Naval Base in Cuba, and 
Vieques in Puerto Rico. 

The Department of Defense claims 
the exercise will simulate a US re- 
sponse to a request from Honduras 
to help fight Nicaraguan forces, but 
they also announced that it will co- 
incide with the "spring offensive" 
of the contra forces against the 
Government of Nicaragua. This gi- 
gantic show of force that links all 
the US armed forces is nothing less 
than a full-scale preparation for 
war. 

Operation Solid Shield will be 
conducted, says the DOD, in Hon- 
duras, the Caribbean, the island of 
Vieques, and the Marine base at 
Camp Lejeune, N.C. At sea, Navy 
warships centered on an aircraft car- 
rier will be joined by cutters from 
the Coast Guard. The Military Air 
Command will deploy fighters and 
attack planes. Approximately 5,000 
soldiers and marines will be de- 
ployed in Honduras and 1,500 par- — 
atroopers will team up with 5,000 
marines for simulated amphibious 
assaults at both Camp Lejeune and 
Vieques. There will also be a sim- 
ulated evacuation of Guantanamo 
Naval Base in Cuba, "simulating" 
the reaction of Cuba to an attack on 
its sister nation of Nicaragua. 

The New Movement has joined in 
protests against the military exercis- 
es in Puerto Rico for the last six 
years, in support of the people of 
Vieques who see their little island 
bombed over and over again, and in 
support of the right of the people of 
Puerto Rico to control their island 
and to reject its use as a springboard 
for domination of other Latin Amer- 
ican countries. 


(continued from p.1) 

"The example of women's 
commitment is rooted in the 
ability to teach and to learn, 
but most importantly to carry 
out our tasks relentlessly. The 
legacy of women's determina- 
tion inspires and compels us 
to realize our aspirations at 
whatever level we're capable 
and willing to act at, and by 
whatever means our con- 
Science dictates. We cannot 
demand rights for which we 
are not willing to struggle." 

Write letters to the Warden pro- 
testing the conditions, and demand- 
ing that the Unit be shut down. 
Write to: Warden Matthews, 
F.C.I. Lexington, Box 2000, 
Lexington, Kentucky, 40512. 
National Phone Campaign May 1-9 
call Warden Matthews 
(606) 255-6812 


IN SAN FRANCISCO 


On March 6th 300 women 
stormed the streets of San Francis- 
co's financial district in a noisy and 
powerful march. The women target- 
ed major corporations like AT&T, 
Chevron, and Bank of America 
with banners and stickers. The 
demonstration was exciting visual- 
ly. The women succeeded in picket- 
ing the CIA building (which has 
been declared illegal by SFPD & 
co.). Many sectors of the women's 
movement were present. The march 
disrupted business all Friday after- 
noon. A huge banner saying "Shut 
Down Lexington Control 
Unit" was prominent throughout 
the entire activity. Speakers de- 


message read "Free All Women." 





nounced the deplorable and inhuman 
conditions that the US government is 
sustaining in Lexington. The march 
culminated with a bonfire burning of 
political effigies and exploitative me- 
dia images. This march was dedicat- 
ed and led in the spirit of our revolu- 
tionary sisters, Susan Rosenberg, 
Sylvia Baraldini, and Alejandrina 
Torres. 


IWD DEMONSTRATION IN 
NEW YORK 


In New York, 20 women held a 
spirited series of action including 
picketing, leaflets and guerilla theatre 
in the area near the Metropolitan Cor- 
rectional Center. The demonstrators 
attracted the attention of many lunch- 
hour pasers-by, and were able to per- 
form the theatre in view of the politi- 
cal prisoners at the MCC. A few 
days earlier, outside the women's 
side of the prison, a spray painted 


The New Movement in Solidarity with Puerto Rican Independence and So- 
cialism is a national organization that works to develop understanding and 
support for the struggle of the Puerto Rican people—invaded and seized by 
the US military in 1898—10 liberate their nation and to establish an indepen- 
dent socialist society. We have written material, slide and film programs on 
such topics as the 2020 Plan, the history of Puerto Rico and the independence 
movement. A new video entitled, “Have you Seen La Nueva Mujer Puertor- 
riquefia,” is now available. Please write or call the chapter nearest you to set 


up a program and discussion. 


Chicago—Box 295, 2520 N. Lincoln, Chicago, IL 60614 (312) 278-6706 
San Francisco—3543 18th St. #17, S.F., CA 94110 (415)561-9055 
New York—POB 2512,Cadman Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11202 (212)243-0202 
WE NEED YOU! 

I would like to donate $50___ $20__—s $10 other 

I would like a subscription to Free Puerto Rico! $5 

I would like to help sustain Libertad and Update, bi-weekly jour- 
nals of the National Committee to Free Puertro Rican Prisoners of War—$25 


for 24 issues. 


WEBSTER MOVES 
TO CIA 


William Webster, former director 
of the FBI, has now transferred to 
the CIA. At a press conference, 
Webster revealed one of his impor- 
tant concems: "Puerto Rico could be- 
come the Achilles Heel of the US." 
He made clear that he would pay 
special attention to "terrorist" actions 
by Puerto Ricans —both on the is- 
land and in the US. Webster con- 
ceded that the problem of Puerto 
Rico was "partially political," the 
first admission that the independence 
movement's armed acts of resistance 
to US colonial control were political 
acts. 

Of course, Webster had charge of 
the FBI's highly political attack on 
the independence movement through 
the FBI since 1978. He can now co- 
ordinate domestic and international 
efforts to crush the Puerto Rican 
armed clandestine movement. He 
headed the FBI through the Cerro 
Maravilla cover-up, when the FBI 
took investigation of the murder of 
two young independentistas by a po- 
lice-manipulated ambush out of the 
hands of an outraged Puerto Rican 
Senate. Webster also doubled the 
budget of the FBI and increased the 
number of agents to 9,100. More 
than three hundred of those agents 
were directed by him to arrest 14 in- 
dependentistas on August 30, 1985 
in what has been called the “second 
invasion of Puerto Rico”—arrests 
and armed searches designed to scare 
away support for independence on 
the island. Webster led in the imple- 
mentation of sophisticated electronic 
surveillance, using new techniques 
that are still being questioned in the 
courts. 

Webster's new role is an indication 
of the importance placed on the inde- 
pendence movement by the US gov- 
ernment. An "Achilles’ heel" is a 
vulnerable spot that could mean the 
downfall of a system of colonial con- 
trol that has allowed gigantic profits 
and a convenient base for military 
domination. The US cannot afford 
to lose Puerto Rico, and is prepared 
to mobilize all its forces in the at- 
tempt to stem the tide. 


September Trial 
Date for Jaime, 
Dora, Oscar & Kojo 


At today's hearing Federal District 
Court Judge Hart postponed the trial 
date until September 9th on the 
` grounds that Oscar and Kojo have not 
been given adequate time to review 
surveillance tapes. Dora and Jaime 
were arrested by the FBI and the 
Joint Terrorist Task Force on July 3, 
1986 and along with two uncaptured 
North Americans, were charged with 
conspiracy to use weapons, explo- 
sives and a helicopter for the escape 
of Oscar, Kojo from the federal pris- 
on at Leavenworth, Kansas. 

According to Judge Hart, the only 
way in which Oscar and Kojo could 
review these tapes in a short period 
of time would be if the MCC changed 
its restrictions on the number of 
hours for review from the current 4 
hours per week. Judge Hart, howev- 
er, refused to order the Warden of 
the MCC to change his policy. 

Kojo, however, has brought 
a writ of habeas corpus for be- 
ing held under cruel and unu- 





sual conditions while impris- 
oned at the MCC. Neither he nor 
Oscar are allowed adequate exercise; 
they are held in virtual isolation and 

are frequently denied showers. Kojo 
was also physically attacked by MCC 
guards in March. Judge Hart will now 
be forced to make decisons about the 
conditions in which Kojo and Oscar are 
held at the MCC. 

At the previous status hearing on 
March 19th the government admitted 
that tape recordings between FBI 
agents and informant George Lebosky 
had been destroyed for the months of 
February, March and April 1985. 
Those were the months in which the 
FBI was telling Lebosky what to do to 
further the “conspiracy to escape” 
against Puerto Rican POW Oscar 
Lépez-Rivera, New African political 
prisoner Kojo Bomani Sababu, Jaime 
Delgado, Coordinator of the National 
Committee to Free Puerto Rican Pris- 
oners of War, indenpendentista and 
community activist Dora Garcfa-Lopez 
and two North Americans. 

A motion was submitted by Kojo's, 
Oscar's and Dora's attorneys for sanc- 
tions against the government for its de- 
struction of the 1985 and for disclosure 
of any additonal surveillance material. 


Shelley Miller Returns from Prison 


In New York City on Jan. 31, 300 people welcomed Shelley Miller, a 





grand jury resister and national coordinator of the New Movement, on her re- 
lease after two years in prison. Rafa al Cancel Miranda, one of four Puerto 
Rican Nationalists imprisoned 25 years for attacking Congress in 1954, flew 
in from Puerto Rico to honor Shelley. Rafael told the gathering, "It's easy to 
say ‘right on' (to the independence struggle), but when someone goes to pris- 
on with you, that's real solidarity." While asserting that Puerto Ricans would 
struggle regardless of outside support, he said, "I love those North Americans 
who have the courage to support our clandestine fighters who risk their lives 
to free our country." 

Shelley was released Jan. 30 after serving a sentence in the Alderson, West 
Viginia Federal Prison for "criminal contempt." Shelley, co-defendent Sylvia 
Baraldini, and seven Puerto Rican and Mexican activists were convicted of re- 
fusing to testify before a Brooklyn, New York federal grand jury investigating 


the Puerto Rican guerrilla organization FALN. The resisters took the position. 


of noncollaboration with any US government intelligence-gathering opera- 
tions. All but Sylvia (jailed on other political charges) were freed after 1-1/2 or 
2 years. (A tenth resister, North American activist Pam Fadem, was given 
probation due to a pressure campaign emphasizing her bad health.) 

Speaking to the packed rally, Shelley said, "It's an honor to be here and 
see the growth of a solidarity movement that won't collaborate with US impe- 
rialism's investigations af any movement." She added, "I feel strongly we 
must work to free the many political prisoners and prisoners of war in the 
US." Jose Lopez, National Coordinator of the Movimiento de Liberacion Na- 
cional Puertorriqueno (MLN-PR), praised Shelley's "courage and sacrifice." 
He said her stance exemplified the 8 years of New Movement work to build 
principled solidarity with Puerto Rico. 


In "losing" material the government is try- 
ing to avoid disclosure of evidence which 
would reveal their manipulation of the 
“escape plot”.The next hearing is set for 
May 14th. 
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(Claudio-Gonzales from p.4) 

any taxes in Puerto Rico. The gov- 
ernment uses Puerto Rico as a base 
for expansion and aggression against 
the world. The government has in 
Puerto Rico a base for attacks against 
sister nations and this is sustained by 
the North American worker, from 
whom come the support for federal 
funds. This consciousness should be 
developed in the North American peo- 
ple. It is a responsibility, it seems to 
me, for North Americans to struggle 
against this. Every human being has a 
responsibility. It is difficult for me as 
a Puerto Rican to tell this to North 
Americans, when it is really up to you 
to say it. Itis your problem and you 
have to deal with it. You have the ca- 
pacity to deal with it. I want to thank 
the New Movement for their support 
and also other progressive sectors of 
the North American people for their 
support..-They have organized-and- 
united and developed this support. 

The fact is that there is a need not 

just for the Puerto Ricans to have a 
free and sovereign homeland, but also 
for the progressive sectors of the 
world to bring an end to this world- 
wide hostility and war and aggres- 
sion. And together we can contribute 
to anew world. We should march to- 
gether toward that goal. We have to 
remember that the existence of human 
beings is endangered by the arms 
race. And the existence of the Puerto 
Rican people is endangered because 
they are used as a base for this war. 
The Puerto Ricans and the North 
Americans both have the great re- 
sponsibilty to stop this and to move 
forward. 









“Together We Can Contribute to a 
New World” 


Interview with Orlando Gonzalez-Claudio 





Orlando Gonzalez-Claudio is one of the Puerto Rican Independence 16. He 
was arrested on August 30, 1985, along with 10 other patriots and charged 
with participation in the $7.2 expropriation of a Wells-Fargo armored truck in 
Hartford, Conn., which was later claimed by the clandestine independence 
group Macheteros. He is currently out on bail, facing trial some time in the 
fall. In January he spoke at a luncheon at the Puerto Rican Cultural Center in 
Chicago, and on April 4, 1987, he delivered the keynote address on the 7th 
anniversary of the capture of 11 Puerto Rican Prisoners of War in Evanston in 
1980. 

Free Puerto Rico!: What has been the impact of the August 30 arrests and the charges against you, on the independence 

movement and the people of Puerto Rico? 

Orlando Gonzalez-Claudio: When I left prison, 17 months after the arrest, I was able to be with my people; I felt that support 
from many sectors, a whole gamut of sectors of the Puerto Rican people. We are talking about sectors not totally committed 
to the independence movement or the revolutionary movement; we are talking about the whole Puerto Rican people. Those 
who, for one reason or another, are not involved with a colonial party, or those who, as yet, do not see independence as a 
solution to the problems of Puerto Rico. We know we have to say "as yet." All of those sectors continue to support us be- 
cause they feel themselves to be Puerto Ricans; they felt humiliated, sold. They saw these as cases about their brothers, their 
friends. The most elemental rights of a people were violated and the Puerto Rican people saw that. They continue to give 
support and continue to feel anger. The arrests were very impactful on Puerto Rican society. 

The US government definitely did not expect this. What the US government had in mind was a plan to terrorize the people 
of Puerto Rico. They have used similar actions on many occasions and it didn't work. The people were not intimidated. The 
people jumped in to support us, jumped to get organized, and all those sectors committed to independence struggle have been 
organizing and drawing in the support which has been so valuable. 

The enemy—the US government—believed that this was going to be a blow to the independence movement, but it has 
backfired on them. What they thought would be a defeat has been turned around. Despite the fact that there are compafieros 
in prison and that we face a trial where many could be imprisoned, it has been a victory for the people of Puerto Rico. And 
we who want independence know that this struggle requires blood, sacrifice—as Don Pedro Albizu Campos said, it requires 
courage and sacrifice. We have to be conscious of that. The 30th of August was a testing experience for us, the indepen- 
dence movement, and for our whole struggle. 

FPR!: Do you believe that the events of August 30 have advanced the process of unity among different sectors of the inde- 
pendence movement? 

Gonzalez-Claudio: Definitely. The fact that we are out of prison now is an example of what unity can achieve. It seems to 
me that the people and the independence sectors understand more very day about the necessity of unity among independence 
organizations. And you can see them working toward that goal. It seems to me that unity has always been seen as a goal, 
but it was seen as difficult to obtain in a colonized society, where the enemy is so capable of creating problems right inside 
the ranks of the independence movement. But these events have advanced the spirit and the consciousness of the necessity 
of real unity. 

FPR!: The US government wanted to use the arrests to criminalize the independence struggle and cut off support for the rev- 
olutionary armed organizations. 

Gonzalez-Claudio: The government has not been able to criminalize the Puerto Rican independence movement; it seems to 
me that these accusations have gotten the opposite results. In Puerto Rico, the people have never accepted the criminalization 
of the struggle for independence. Look at it through history: the people have felt repression—even if they have had to fall 
back due to the weight of repression—but they have never allowed the US government to criminalize the movement. Not 
with the Nationalists or with the people's right to an armed clandestine revolutionary movement. On the contrary, it seems 
that with the accusations against us many-of our people feel—see—that it is a necessity for a people to protect itself against 
imperialist repression. 

FPR!: What are your thoughts about what progressive North Americans should do in relation to your case and the indepen- 
dence of Puerto Rico in general? 

Gonzalez-Claudio: Well, I believe that the democratic sector of the US has to organize support for the human ri ghts of the 
people of Puerto Rico and for the need to support the independence of Puerto Rico. They should not allow their government 
to continue violating the human and civil rights that are guaranteed under the US Constitution. They should watch that such 
violations do not occur. They should begin a process of education among the North American people, in the North American 
working class, in the middle class, those sectors that sustain the US economy. They should understand that colonialism in 


Puerto Rico is sustained by the working sectors of the US. While some multinationals carry off the profits, they do not pay 
(continued on p. 3) 





